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Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

"Lobe den Herren, den mächtigen König der Ehren"  
      BWV 184 
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1. Chorale [chorus]
2. Chorale [alto]
3. Chorale [soprano, bass]
4. Chorale [tenor]
5. Chorale [chorus]

1. Praise the Lord, the mighty king of honor,
My beloved soul, that [praise] is my desire.
Come in great number;
Psalteries and harps, awake!
Let music be heard.

2. Praise the Lord, who governs everything so  
     gloriously,
Who has borne you securely on eagle’s pinions,
Who upholds you
As is felicitous to you yourself.
Have you not sensed this?

3. Praise the Lord, who has artfully and finely  
     constituted you,
Who has granted you health, has led you kindly;
In how much distress [of yours]
Has the merciful God
Not spread his wings over you!

4. Praise the Lord, who has manifestly blessed your  
     station,
Who from heaven has sent down rain of streams  
     of love;
Think on this,
What the Almighty [God] can [do],
Who meets you [in Christ] with love.

5. Praise the Lord, all that is in me; praise the  
     [Lord’s] name.
Everything that has breath, give praise together with 
Abraham’s seed.
He [the Lord] is your light;
Soul, indeed do not forget this.
Praiser, close with “Amen.”

(transl. Michael Marissen and Daniel R. Melamed)

1. Lobe den Herren, den mächtigen König der Ehren,
Meine geliebete Seele, das ist mein Begehren.
Kommet zu Hauf,
Psalter und Harfen, wach auf!
Lasset die Musicam hören.

2. Lobe den Herren, der alles so herrlich regieret,

Der dich auf Adelers Fittichen sicher geführet,
Der dich erhält,
Wie es dir selber gefällt;
Hast du nicht dieses verspüret?

3. Lobe den Herren, der künstlich und fein dich  
     bereitet,
Der dir Gesundheit verliehen, dich freundlich geleitet;
In wieviel Not
Hat nicht der gnädige Gott
Über dir Flügel gebreitet!

4. Lobe den Herren, der deinen Stand sichtbar  
     gesegnet,
Der aus dem Himmel mit Strömen der Liebe  
     geregnet;
Denke dran,
Was der Allmächtige kann,
Der dir mit Liebe begegnet.

5. Lobe den Herren, was in mir ist, lobe den Namen!

Alles, was Odem hat, lobe mit Abrahams Samen!

Er ist dein Licht,
Seele, vergiss es ja nicht;
Lobende, schliesse mit Amen!
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Scan or go to http://www.bachcantatatexts.org/BWV137 for an annotated translation


